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We welcome you to 
the 6th edition of 

the Sustainability School 
bulletin.  
For those who are coming 
across this publication for 
the first time, you can get 
e-copies of this bulletin at 
nape.or.ug or greenradio.ug. 

We thank those who have 
contributed articles and 
those that gave feedback on 
previous editions. 

Our special thanks go 
to the Rosa Luxemburg 
Foundation of German 
whose financial support 
has enabled us to 
continue publishing this 
Sustainability School 
bulletin. The purpose of 
the bulletin is to bring you 
information regarding 
the implementation of 
the Sustainability School 
programme and now the 
Community Green Radio. 
The bulletin can however, 
carry some other general 
information related to 
the issues covered by the 
School. 

Since 1999, NAPE has 
been implementing the 
Sustainability School 
programme in Uganda 
under the overall objective:  
“ To create a critical mass 
composed of communities, 

community leaders, 
growing Civil Society 
Organizations (CSOs), able 
to hold the government, 
individuals and global 
institutions accountable for 
the impacts of their actions 
on people’s livelihoods and 
national development.”  

NAPE initiated the 
Sustainability School 
to create awareness 
among communities on 
mismanagement and abuse 
of natural resources and 
what they can do to reverse 
the situation. In addition 
to creating awareness 
on natural resources 
management, the School 
also aims at helping the 
communities to realize their 
own rights and entitlements 
and how they can defend 
them. It is envisaged that 
once the school gets 
fully entrenched, the 
communities will be able 
to carry on the good work 
of advocating for proper 
utilization of natural 
resources and defending 
their rights even when NAPE 
is no longer working closely 
with them. 

Enjoy your reading. For any 
feedback, please send your 
comments to nape@nape.
or.ug or at.kalangi@nape.
or.ug

Currently the Community Green Radio broadcasts through affiliating with 
Liberty Radio on 89.0 FM.  The radio is always on Air from Thursday to Sunday 
between 1:00 PM-3:30 PM
Office: Muganwa Centre, Hoima Municipality
Tel: +256 794 731214   Email: greenradio@nape.or.ug   Website: greenradio.ug

Editorial

Frank Muramuzi - Director
National Association of Professional 
Environmentalists  (NAPE)
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Salt miners at Katwe salt-lake 
in Kasese District have hailed 

NAPE for the timely intervention in 
protecting the lake from being totally 
decimated by floods and silting. 

The lake where over 20,000 people are 
directly engaged in the salt business is 
located in between hills with volcanic 
rocks which over the years had 
become bare due to erosion. 

By 2010, water from the hills would 
run off the bare rocks dumping 
whatever it would find in its way into 
the lake. The lake was getting silted 
at a fast rate and the salt business 
was getting seriously threatened. The 
lake that used to extend to around 4 
sq kilometres had shrunk to around 2 
sqkms. 

Katwe residents hail NAPE 
over protecting salt lake

NAPE being aware of the enormous 
threat to the lake then came up with 
a programme to restore it under the 
Ecosystems Alliance with assistance 
from the IUCN Netherlands. 

The NAPE offficer in charge of 
ecosystem restoration Mr. Rajab 
Bwengye said that when they reached 
Lake Katwe, they concluded that the 
only way to stop the run offs from the 
hills was to quickly mobilize all stake 
holders majorly the lake dependent 
communities, Kasese district natural 
resources officials, Katwekabatoro TC 
Management, Queen Elizabeth Park 
management among others to jointly 
come up with a catchment plan that 
would save the lake from extinction. 

The catchment plan which was 

approved by NEMA dictated that there 
was an urgent need to protect the 
lake surrounding catchments through 
massive planting of trees indigenous 
to the area given its hostile climate. 
He said that because the hills are very 
rocky and ever with hot sun, they had 
to choose the euphoria tree special 
which is indigenous to the area and 
can withstand harsh conditions 
including drought. 

Mr. Amon Wambi a salt miner at Katwe 
told the Sustainability School Bulletin 
that they were all excited about the 
way the hills were now getting green 
cover. “The euphoria is growing well 
and around it other vegetation is 
also coming.  We no longer have 
heavy floods now coming to the lake. 
Business is coming up again,” he said.

Ms. Sarah Mujungu talks about the challenges of the salt business
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NAPE using its Sustainability School 
approach mobilised the communities 
who planted the euphoria on an area 
of over 900 acres. However there are 
still health challenges to do with the 
salt miners themselves. They do work 
without any protective gear and the 
salt adversely affects them. The worst 
affected are women mining salt from 
the salt pans. 

NAPE has mobilised the women to 
form an association to help them have 
a bigger voice which they can use to 
appeal to the government and other 
stakeholders to come to their rescue. 
Ms. Sarah Kajungu who also works in 
the salt business at Katwe said that as 
a result of much exposure to the salty 
water, their skins develop rashes and 
scars which are difficult to treat. 

“If you look at my legs and arms you 
may think that i am suffering from a 
terrible disease such as scabies or HIV 
but the truth of the matter is that salt 
is the problem. My other colleagues 
are also like me,” she said.  “This job is 
harsh but i am doing it because i have 
no alternative,“ added Mujungu who 

said that she earns sh. 4,000 a day for 
working 10 hours in the salt pans. 

Mr. Nicholas Kagongo the NAPE Field 
Officer based in Katwe said that the 
other big problem the salt miners have 
is dehydration. “Staying in the salty 
water for a very long time causes the 
salt miners a lot of dehydration and 
there is no safe source of water nearby. 
It is really a big problem. We brought 
this problem to the attention of the 
Katwe-Kabatooro town Council and 
Kasese District authorities and it will be 
good if they can work on it at long last” 
he said. 

NAPE staff seem to measure how tall the euphoria has grown

The Manager of NAPE’s Sustainability 
School programme Mr. Allan Kalangi 
said that they would continue to 
mobilise the communities to plant 
more trees on the remaining hills but 
would also lobby other stakeholders 
to help in finding solutions to key 
community concerns in the area 
including the  animal human conflicts 
especially the problem of killer 
crocodiles in the nearby  landing sites 
on Lake Edward. 

NAPE and UWA put in place some water 
fetching cages to protect communities 
from the fierce reptiles but these are by 
far not enough.

“If you look at my legs and arms you may think that i 
am suffering from a terrible disease such as scabies 
or HIV but the truth of the matter is that salt is the 
problem. My other colleagues are also like me,” she 
said.  “This job is harsh but i am doing it because i 
have no alternative,“ added Mujungu who said that 
she earns sh. 4,000 a day for working 10 hours in the 
salt pans. 
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Governments should come up with deliberate 
policies to promote preservation and use 

of Indigenous Knowledge 
By Katharina Neiß

During the colo-
nial and postcolo-
nial time western 

society have made the world 
think the “western way and 
modern science” is the only 
right way to do things, for 
example in terms of agricul-
ture, medicine etc. In Africa, 
the colonialists made people 
believe that most of their tra-
ditional ways of doing things 
were backward and should 
be dropped. 

Now over the years, there 
is again growing need for 
indigenous knowledge 
especially in agriculture and 
medicine to fill the gaps left 
by the so called modern 
science. In Uganda, organi-
sations such as NAPE have 
come up to try to preserve 
traditional knowledge and 
support people in using 
methods and knowledge 
that they have learnt from 
their ancestors and have 
been passed down from 
generation to generation. 
This way of doing things has 
worked for such a long time 
and should be supported. 

The western society is 
slowly but surely coming up 
to appreciate indigenous 
knowledge particularly that 
from countries of the global 
south, for example African 
countries. Academicians 
are now consulting tradi-
tional keepers of indigenous 
knowledge and this is yield-
ing interesting outcomes. 

I would like to share with 
you a good example for the 
significance of traditional 
knowledge, from which also 
western society and science 
can continue to learn from; 
It is a project called “track-
ing in caves“. In old caves 
of the Pyrenees in France 
lie remnants of the Ice Age, 
foot and hand prints of 
prehistoric hunters. A lot of 
research has been done yet 
to analyze these footprints 
with western methods and 
technology. 

Publications were made 
interpreting what people 
at that time in these caves 
did, wore, etc. To get a new 

perspective and more ideas 
about the footprints, two 
German archaeologists got 
the idea of asking people 
who are familiar with track-
ing. They cooperated with 
San hunters from Namibia 
in order to learn even more 
about the tracks. The San are 
known for being one of the 
best trackers in the world 
using their tracking skills to 
hunt animals. 

This knowledge is passed 
from fathers to their sons for 
generations. 
Three San hunters joined 
the project in France in 2013 
and revealed new informa-
tion. In one cave a poorly 

understood patch of ground 
with some 24 footprints was 
now identified as being the 
result of a girl of about 12 
years having stood there. 
Western archaeologists had 
believed so far that there 
were several people having 
performed a ritual dance. 
The only presumed spoor of 
the Ice Ages of a shoe was 
also examined closely. This 
latter imprint actually has 
clear marks of toes so that 
there remains no proof that 
people of that time should 
have used shoes. 

One cave area which was 
so far unexplained as it 
contains a puzzling array 
of dozens of footprints that 
archaeologists again liked 
to interpret as the tracks of 
a ritual dance, was shown 
to the trackers as well. The 
San could resolve this riddle 
and identified a man and a 
boy walking twice to a pit 
to extract some clay. They 
were even able to show that 
man and boy knelt down 
in some places, which was 
now a new discovery. These 
are just some examples of 
the information that the San 
exposed.

Thus, this project shows 
how much indigenous 
knowledge can contribute to 
science and to other parts of 
life. It is therefore necessary 
now to come up with delib-
erate policies for conserving 
indigenous knowledge be-
cause even modern science 
needs it.

       .... over the years, there is 
again growing need for indigenous 
knowledge especially in agriculture 
and medicine to fill the gaps left by the 
so called modern science

Mr. David Kureeba of NAPE prepares to enter a sacred cave near 
Sezibwa River in Kayunga District, Uganda
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By Tobias Kalt

The last time that I 
bought a bus ticket to 
travel through Europe, 

I had the option to pay a 
little bit more to offset the 
carbon emissions that are 
caused by my travels and 
that contribute to climate 
change. On the other side 
of the globe, communities 
in Uganda are evicted 
from their land and lose 
their livelihoods due to 
commercial tree planting 
companies establishing 
large-scale forest plantations 
on their land. This is the 
story about how these two 
seemingly unrelated events 
are related to each other.

Back in Europe, when I get 

on the bus and pay this small 
sum of extra money, the 
bus company commits itself 
to offsetting the emissions 
caused by my travels, 
thus making my travels 
supposedly climate-neutral. 
This is done by purchasing 
a carbon certificate from 
a certified supplier on the 
carbon market. In this case, 
the supplier is a tree planting 
company that sets up forest 
plantations in Uganda. One 
of the suppliers of carbon 
certificates is the Norwegian 
company “Green Resources” 
that has acquired 11,864 
hectares of land in the 
Bukaleba and Kachung 
Central Forest Reserves in 
order to head reforestation 
measures by establishing 
forest plantations. The 

company has fenced off the 
land and chased inhabitants 
away, others are denied 
access, and the land and 
water has become polluted 
by agrochemicals used in the 
plantations. In total around 
8,000 people are negatively 
affected.

The practice of carbon 
offsetting and the new wave 
of land grabs for climate 
protection leads to local 
communities facing severe 
threats to their rights and 
livelihoods, disruption of 
their cultural practices and 
environmental degradation. 
The burden of climate 
protection is pushed from 
the Global North onto the 
Global South, leading to a 
new carbon colonialism. In 

The New CO2lonialism and why 
it should be resisted

order to solve the problem 
of climate change that the 
advanced industrialized 
countries in the North have 
created in the first place, 
land and resources are taken 
from the South. The colonial 
continuities are striking. 
Whereas in colonial times 
land was taken away from 
the indigenous inhabitants, 
fenced off and declared 
conservation sites, with the 
new green land grab local 
communities once again face 
the threat of eviction and 
restricted access to their land 
in the name of conservation 
and climate protection.

On the other hand, carbon 
offsetting allows states, 
corporations and individuals 
in the Global North to 

A pine forest plantation in Bukareba, Mayuge District 
owned by Green Resources Forest Company
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continue polluting without 
limits as long as they 
purchase carbon certificates 
on the market. 

When I choose to offset my 
emissions from my travels, I 
feel a bit better about myself, 
since I’m made to believe 
that my negative impacts on 
the climate are effectively 
neutralized. Furthermore 
and perhaps more 
importantly, the biggest 
industrial polluters in the 
Global North can continue to 
pollute as long as they pay 
for offsetting. The other side 
of the violence felt in the 
South and that is associated 
with carbon trading is that 
the indispensable radical 
transformation of the global 
economy towards a low-
carbon, decentralized and 
democratically controlled, 
and socially and ecologically 
just economic system is put 
off the agenda. 

With nature becoming 

drawn ever deeper into 
the realm of capitalism, 
the extraction of value 
from nature and people is 
intensifying. Nature is no 
longer only regarded as the 
realm for the extraction of 
natural resources to fuel the 
economy, it now becomes 
also defined as a service 
provider that offers essential 
services for the survival of 
the planet and humankind 
such as filtering carbon out 
of the air and preventing 
disastrous changes in the 
climate. 

With the commercialization 
of nature, profits can now be 
made from nature’s services 
through the planting and 
protection of trees and 
forests. And this might be 
only the beginning. An 
alliance of finance capitalists, 
polluting industries, 
environmental organizations 
and development agencies 
are working on new ways to 
open up nature to profit-

extraction with a range of 
new financial instruments 
such as species and habitat 
banking and biodiversity 
derivatives. 

With the Green Economy, 
the same market-based 
model that has led to the 
destruction of the planet in 
the first place is now being 
promoted as the way out 
of this mess. “Selling nature 
in order to save it” - that’s 
what the corporate Green 
Economy promotes, with 
disastrous consequences for 
nature and its inhabitants.

But nature is not for sale. In 
a recent call of the global 
climate justice movement 
before the 2014 Climate 
Summit in New York the 
green economy, the practice 
of carbon offsetting and 
the commercialization of 
nature have been rejected 
as false solutions: “There will 
be no going back from the 
climate chaos if we do not 

fight for real solutions and 
do nothing to confront and 
challenge the inaction of our 
governments’ policy-making 
being hijacked by polluting 
corporations.”

Instead there are real 
alternatives. The production 
and consumption patterns, 
mainly of the Global North, 
based on infinite growth 
and exploitation of natural 
resources and labour must 
change, the climate debt 
that the North owes the 
South due to the reckless 
destruction of the climate 
needs to be paid, and the 
rights of indigenous peoples 
as well as of nature must be 
acknowledged. Therefore 
the slogan of the global 
climate justice movement is 
“System Change, Not Climate 
Change!”

Tobias Kalt currently works as 
a volunteer at NAPE

Some of the people that were displaced by the 
Green Resources Company Pine Forest in Bukareba

6TH EDITION - SEPTEMBER 2015
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TIPS ON HANDLING THE KAVEERA 
PROBLEM IN UGANDA

By Felix Schilling 

The debate on the ban of polythene 
bags for carrying goods, also known as 
kaveera, has caused a lot of confusion 
in Uganda. There have been several 
attempts to stop the usage of kaveera 
since 2007. While the National Environ-
ment Management Authority (NEMA) 
insisted in April 2015 on implementing 
the ban, the Prime Minister shortly af-
terwards issued a statement indefinitely 
suspending the ban. The Prime Minister 
apparently made that decision after 
much agitation from manufactures of 
kaveera. This conflict in the different 
arms on government on kaveera is 
causing more confusion among Ugan-
dans. 

While many big supermarkets and 
shops had taken seriously the ban on 
kaveera, most of the factories continue 
to produce the polythene bags un-
impeded. Ugandans had also started 
buying shopping bags and baskets 
which could be used more than once 
but these efforts are now being eroded. 
It is high time the government made a 
responsible decision because the nega-

tive impacts kaveera has on environ-
ment and human health continue to 
rise. With the end of kaveera in Uganda 
not in sight,we need to take time to 
look at why this is so and what would 
be necessary to ban the manufacture 
and use of these polythene bags suc-
cessfully. 

At the very beginning there should be 
a well-considered long-term concept 
from the official site. It is very important 
to set clear rules and strategies to have 
a focussed implementation. The indeci-
sion of the government just confuses 
the population and provides the critics 
of the ban with a lot of targets.

The lobby of the polythene manufac-
turers seems to be the biggest obstacle 
for the kaveera ban. The national deci-
sion makers should be able to cut down 
their size and finally act for the public 
benefit. Instead of simply illegalization, 
governments should always provide 
alternative approaches that stakehold-
ers can benefit from. For example 
the kaveera manufacturers could be 
encouraged to shift their production to 
environmental friendly alternatives over 

a certain period. This could be funded 
and supported by the state. At least 
the economy would not suffer from the 
ban. Even there would not be kaveera 
smuggling because there would be 
no demand. Especially it will pay off to 
support local production of carrier bags 
made out of sustainable and renewable 
raw materials like banana fibre. 

But also the introduction of innova-
tive circulatory systems, which have 
established in other countries, could 
be worth to think about. For example 
there is this drugstore chain called “DM” 
in Germany, where you can lend a cloth 
bag on pawn. If the bag is damaged or 
dirty you can change it in the shop and 
get a new one.

However long-term changes in habits 
of consumption and consequent evolv-
ing sustainable behaviour of consumers 
should be most important. Therefor 
NEMA should invest most of its energy 
to educate and inform the people in 
the long run about the bad impacts 
kaveera causes on environment and hu-
man health. The best way to handle the 
waste is to avoid it.

Kaveera may lead to death of domestic 
animals if they swallow it

Nakivubo Channel in Kampala getting 
suffocated by Kaveera

Soils chocked by Kaveera in Uganda
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Communities in Bunyoro asked to use 
Community Green Radio (CGR) to fight 

for their rights
By Precious Naturinda 

Residents in the oil affected 
communities in Albertine 
Region have been asked to 
corporate in fighting against 
social injustices that come 
with oil discovery in western 
Uganda. The call was made 
by NAPE strategic partners 
from the Rosa Luxemburg 
Foundation (LRF) who re-
cently met members of Com-
munity Green Radio Listen-
ers Clubs in Hoima District. 

The meeting involving Com-
munity Green Radio Listen-
ers from Kigaga, Butimba 
and Kyakatemba villages 
was held in Kigaga village. 
Mr. Siegfried Schroeder the 
Director of RLF for the East 
African Region which sup-
ports NAPE to fight social 
and economic injustices, said 
that people need to be sen-
sitised about their rights and 
entitlements and that then 
they should be able to work 
together as a team to defend 
what belongs to them. 

“The Community Green 
Radio provides a great op-
portunity for you to share 
knowledge and information 
and to work together for 
the development of your 
communities”, he said. Mr. 
Schroeder was accompanied 
by Mr. Samuel Kasirye also 
from RLF, Ms. Elke Kuhne a 
consultant trainer for the 
Community Radio staff and 
Mr. Allan Kalangi the Man-
ager of the Sustainability 
School programme.  Ms. 

Kuhne said that said the 
challenges like land grab-
bing, poor compensation 
and gender issues among 
others that come with large 
development projects need 
concerted efforts for people 
to fight as one voice.

Allan Kalangi said that many 
people have failed to utilize 
the available resources and 
wait to be given just hand-
outs. He said that people 
need to address poverty of 
the mind first and then they 
would be able to work with 
hope and vigour and be able 
to chase the physical poverty 
from their homes. 

The listeners of the Com-
munity Green Radio hailed 

NAPE and its partners for 
giving them a platform 
which gives them timely 
information and also allows 
them to share knowledge 
and ideas. They said that the 
community Green Radio is 
now helping them with tips 
on farming, environmental 
protection and how they can 
fight for their individual and 
community rights. They said 
that the radio was helping 
them to collectively fight 
against wrongs such as land 
grabbing. 

Mr. Joram Basiima, the chair-
man for Kigaaga Listeners’ 
club said land grabbers had 
started invading Kigaaga 
since it is strategically 
located near the Kabale oil 

refinery land but with 
team work they are now 
devising ways of defend-
ing their land for exam-
ple through processing 
customary certificates.
 
“As a team we have start-
ed processing customary 
land certificates for our 
land because we are living 
in state of fear and uncer-
tainty of losing our Land 
to oil refinery expansion.” 
Basiima said
Ms. Brandina Tumwebaze 
from Kyakatemba Listen-
ers’ Clubs said they have 
been strengthened and 
empowered as women 
to take part in decision 
making and talking on 
the radio such that their 
issues can also be heard.

The Listeners representa-
tives however requested 
that NAPE and its partners 
to support them to estab-
lish an independent fully 
fledged radio station that 
broadcasts all the time 
instead of the current af-
filiation arrangement. 

Mr. Kasirye of LRS hailed 
the listeners’ clubs for con-
tributing much towards 
the success of the radio 
for the year it has been 
on air. He asked women 
to actively participate in 
radio programs because 
they are the ones who 
make a nation.

Above Mr. Schroeder of LRS addresses Community Green 
Radio listerners in Hoima. Below, Mr. Kalangi of NAPE 
also talks to the listeners



10 Sustainability 
School Bulletin

By Peruth Atukwatse

The Sustainability villages within the 
NAPE initiated Sustainability School 
are quickly appreciating Analogy 
Forestry as a good method which 
they can all use to increase benefits 
from their land while conserving the 
environment. 

Analog Forestry was introduced to the 
Sustainability School network in 2014 
after a training facilitated by Both Ends 
and the International Analog Forestry 
Network (IAFN). After the training, 
the Uganda Analog Forestry Network 
(UAFN) was formed spearheaded by 
NAPE and composed of some Civil 
Society Organisations and Sustainabil-
ity villages. 

Analog forestry is a system of planned, 
managed forests designed for pur-
poses of protecting the environment 

and providing economic benefits to 
the farmers. 
The forests are designed to mimic the 
function and ecology of the pre-exist-
ing climax vegetation for the area. 

Analog Forestry draws design input 
from traditional models and from the 
natural forest succession dynamics. 
When an ecosystem is designed to be 
analogous to the indigenous climax 
state, the efficiency and dynamics of 
the natural processes can be repli-
cated. In addition to their ecological 
characteristics, analog forests are 
also designed to provide economic 
benefits. 

However, it is not until all the eco-
logical requirements of the location 
are satisfied that economic values of 
species are considered. Therefore, an 

analog forest may comprise natural 
and exotic species in any proportion, 
the contribution to structure and func-
tion being the overriding factor that 
determines its use. 

Analog Forestry arose in Sri Lanka in 
the early 1980s as an alternative to 
monocultures of pine and eucalyptus. 
It has now spread to other countries 
like India, Vietnam, Philippines, Aus-
tralia, Peru, Brazil, Columbia, Cam-
eroon, Kenya, Zimbabwe and is now 
coming to Uganda in full swing. 

Some of the advantages of Analog For-
estry include restoration of the forest 
to support biodiversity as opposed to 
planting monoculture crops. Because 
of the diversity of plants that are 
planted, they nourish and replenish 
the soils hence increasing soil fertility, 

SUSTAINABILITY SCHOOL EMBRACES 
ANALOG FORESTRY

Analog Forestry promoters at the Kikandwa Analog forestry site in Mityana District

6TH EDITION - SEPTEMBER 2015
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which supports flora and 
fauna. Analog Forestry also 
supplements household 
incomes by generating 
non timber forest products, 
which can be put to market 
for sale. Some of these prod-
ucts include mushrooms, 
green vegetables, and 
honey among others.

The Manager of the Sustain-
ability School Programme 
at NAPE Mr. Allan Kalangi 
said that Analog forestry is 
very suitable for the farmers 
who comprise most of the 
Sustainability villages. 

“Analog forestry emphasises 
design and utilisation of 
land for multiple purposes 
in a sustainable way. This 

is good for our Sustainabil-
ity villages because even 
farmers with small plots can 
use it to conserve environ-
ment while getting high 
value from their land,” he 
said.  Kalangi added that the 
emphasis of Analog Forestry 
on organic products is good 
for NAPE’s campaign against 
the promotion of GMOs in 
Uganda. 

Since the introduction of 
Analog Forestry in Uganda 
in 2014, Pilot Projects have 
so far been introduced in 
Kalangaga, Mityana and 
Hoima Districts. 

 In August 2015, Mr. Perry 
Ndzefemmeghofrom the 
International Analog For-

estry network was again in 
Uganda for the Advanced 
Analog Forestry training. 
He trained selected Analog 
Forestry practitioners in 
Mityana District and in Fort 
portal. The participants 
were drawn from Luuka, 
Rakai, Hoima, Mityana and 
Kabarole Districts. 

The training emphasised 
analog forestry designs, 
care for the soils without 
using artificial fertilisers 

        Analog forestry emphasises 
design and utilisation of land for 
multiple purposes in a sustainable 
way.

and market for non-timber 
forest products among oth-
ers. Other topics covered 
include markets for organic 
products and participatory 
guarantee systems (PGS). 

NAPE with support from 
partners intends to put 
Uganda on the map of rec-
ognised analog practicing 
countries in the world. 

KEA is now reaping big from using a conserved forest as a meeting and training facility

Some of the orgnic products that the AF promoters 
want to improve on and market

6TH EDITION - SEPTEMBER 2015
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 By Robert Katemburira

The Community Green Radio on Sat-
urday August 1, 2015 celebrated the 
completion of the 1st year ever since it 
went on air. The radio, which is one of 
the programmes of National Associa-
tion of Professional Environmentalists 
(NAPE), currently broadcasts through 
affiliation with Liberty FM from Hoima 
in Western Uganda on 89.0 FM.

The NAPE Executive Director Mr. Frank 
Muramuzi described the Community 
Green Radio anniversary as a great 
day in the history of NAPE and a great 
day in the partnership between NAPE 
and the communities in the Albertine 
Region. 

“Though the Community Green Radio 
was initiated by NAPE, in essence it be-

COMMUNITY GREEN RADIO CELEBRATES 
FIRST ANNIVERSARY

longs to the communities. I am happy 
that in its one year of existence it has 
indeed turned out to be the voice of 
the people at the grassroots in the 
Bunyoro region,” Mr. Muramuzi said.
 “This radio is aimed at amplifying the 
voices of the local communities in the 
eco-sensitive Bunyoro Region to ef-
fectively participate in natural resource 
management processes and reports 
from field indicate that it is already 
moving in that direction even when it 
has been on air for just one year” Mr. 
Muramuzi said.

He thanked NAPE’s development 
partners especially Rosa Luxemburg 
Foundation of German (RLS), the Open 
Society Initiative For East Africa (OSIEA) 
and the Fund for Global Human Rights 
(FGHR) whose financial support has 
enabled the Community Green Radio 

Project to get on its feet.  

He also thanked local partner NGOs in 
Uganda such as the African Institute 
for Energy Governance (AFIEGO), Mid 
Western Region Centre for Democracy 
and Human Rights (MICOD), Mid West-
ern Anti-Corruption Coalition (MIRAC) 
and Hoima Environment Project (HEP), 
among others for the support given to 
the Radio through sponsoring some of 
its programmes. 

Mr.Muramuzi again thanked the listen-
ers of the Community Green Radio 
who have enabled it to maintain a 
“community radio character” by their 
participation and feedback in all its 
programmes. He thanked in a special 
way the King of Bunyoro Kitara King-
dom His Majesty Iguru Gafabusa who 
has remained a great supporter of the 
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Community Green Radio from incep-
tion up to now and who has encour-
aged his ministers, chiefs and people 
to use the radio for the development 
of their region.

The Community Green Radio cel-
ebrated the anniversary at a time 
when there is a lot of demand from the 
listeners that it should operate on its 
own and be accessed all the time other 
than the current affiliation arrange-
ment. On this Mr. Muramuzi had this 
to say:
“We thank all those who have raised 
their voices strongly to demand for an 
own station for the Community Green 
Radio. This is encouraging as it shows 
that you are listening to the radio and 
you love its programming. We are mak-
ing plans to ensure that your request 
is taken care of in the shortest possible 
time,” he said.

The function to celebrate the “Birth-
day” of the Community Green Radio 
was held at Kigaaga village in Kiziran-
fumbi sub-county, Hoima District 
where the radio has a Listeners’ Club. 
The NAPE Executive Director was rep-
resented at the function by Mr. Allan 
Kalangi the Manager of the Sustain-
ability School Programme and the 
Community Green Radio. The Com-
munity Green Radio developed out of 
the Sustainability School programme 
which works on empowering com-
munities to identify their rights and 
entitlements and work towards attain-
ing and defending them.  

At the function attended by hundreds 
of listeners of the Community Green 

Radio, Mr. Kalangi led a tree planting 
exercise to mark the first anniversary 
of the radio.

“At this function, we are not going 
to cut a cake but were are going to 
plant trees to show the commitment 
of the Green Radio to environmental 
protection and Sustainability of Life 
on our planet,” Mr. Kalangi said before 
planting the first tree amidst jubilance 
from the listeners and staff of the Com-
munity Green Radio.  

Mrs. Lucy Mbuubi a leading communi-
ty mobiliser for the Community Green 
Radio and who belongs to Butimba 
Listeners Club had this to say during 
the function: “No Radio has ever made 
us feel important like the Community 
Green Radio. With this radio, you only 
need to make a phone call or walk to 
their offices and your views will be on 
air free of charge. For us the women, 
this radio has helped us greatly by 

         This radio is aimed at amplifying the voices of the local communities in the 
eco-sensitive Bunyoro Region to effectively participate in natural resource 
management processes and reports from field indicate that it is already moving 
in that direction even when it has been on air for just one year”

NAPE Executive Director Mr. Frank Muramuzi

giving information on farming, health 
and sanitation issues, gender issues 
and how we can fight for our rights ef-
fectively. We thank the initiators of this 
radio and we request that you start 
broadcasting all the time so that we 
can tune in to Green Radio whenever 
we want”

The Station Manager of the Commu-
nity Green Radio Mr. Julius Kyamanywa 
said that they are committed to ensur-
ing that the radio serves the interests 
of the target communities at all times. 
“We did our programme lineup after 
extensive consultation of the commu-
nities and we keep consulting them for 
feedback at all times”, he said. 

The Community Green Radio is always 
on air Thursday to Sunday every week 
from 1:00-3:30 PM. More informa-
tion on the radio can be accessed via:  
greenradio.ug

Ms. Precious Naturinda of the Community Green Radio prepares to plant a tree 
during celebrations to mark first Anniversary of the Community Green Radio
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By Tobias Kalt

Climate change is increas-
ingly posing threats to small-
holder farmers in Uganda and 

elsewhere in the world that have to 
deal with more and longer periods of 
droughts, more intense rainfall events 
and shifts in the rainy season. In the in-
ternational arena, solutions for dealing 
with the impacts of a changing climate 
on agricultural production are debated 
under the new label of Climate Smart 
Agriculture (CSA).

Proponents argue that CSA offers a 
win-win-win opportunity: combating 
climate change, adapting to its con-
sequences and contributing to food 
security. The UN Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) defines CSA as 
“agriculture that sustainably increases 
productivity, resilience (adaptation), 
reduces/removes GHG (mitigation), 
and enhances achievement of national 
food security and development goals.”

But what does Climate Smart really 
entail? Does it have the potential to 
help peasant farmers in Uganda and 
elsewhere to adapt to climate change 
and secure their food production ca-
pacities? Or what else might be behind 
the catchy term Climate Smart?

Critical voices in the food movement 
have identified a variety of issues with 
the CSA model. One of the greatest 
concerns is the focus on the aim to 
make the agricultural sector contribute 
to combating climate change. 

Under the banner of CSA, offsetting 
schemes are promoted that strive to 
make use of carbon stored in the soil. 

However, as the storage of carbon in 
soil is only highly volatile, easily revers-

ible and difficult to measure, and as 
farmers are already experiencing the 
negative effects of carbon sequestra-
tion pilot projects, the integration of 
agriculture into global carbon markets 
could be disastrous.

Furthermore, no one knows what the 
term Climate Smart really entails. Since 
there are no criteria for what actually 
counts as Climate Smart, there is the 
real danger that CSA will be appropri-
ated by industrial agricultural produc-
ers. This is already taking place. 

Last year the world’s largest fertiliser 
manufacturer Yara and the producer 
of GM-seeds Syngenta together with 
other big corporations like MacDon-
alds and Walmart formed part of the 
Global Alliance for Climate Smart 
Agriculture (GACSA). 

The new shiny green label is used to 
hide the harmful business practices 
of these agricultural industrialists that 
include the use of heavy machineries, 
synthetic fertilisers, GMOs and high-
yielding crop varieties, as well as the 
degradation of soils due to intensive 
cropping patterns, large-scale defor-
estations, and evictions and disposses-

sions of local peasant producers. 
Moreover, there are no safeguards 
that prevent companies in the GACSA 
like Syngenta to promote GM-seeds 
as Climate Smart, thus undermining 
the seed-saving practices of farmers 
and their indigenous framing practices 
that have sustained communities for 
generations.

All in all, there is the very real danger 
that CSA will be used by industrial 
agricultural producers to extend their 
business model that is harmful to the 
climate and the environment and in-
creases the vulnerability of small-scale 
farmers worldwide. 

Members of the global food move-
ment suspect a counterattack on 
principles and practices of food sov-
ereignty and agroecology that rely on 
traditional knowledge and practices, 
respect natural cycles and foster a 
strong attachment to land. 

For this reason, in a declaration from 
September 2015 the movement urged 
“decision-makers at country and UN 
levels to reject the dangerous rhetoric 
of Climate-Smart Agriculture.” 

The New Kid On the Block: 

Climate Smart Agriculture

The commonest method of agriculture in Africa
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By Allan Kalangi

In its close to 20 years of experience 
NAPE has always relied on expertise 
and experience of people from differ-
ent walks of life and different parts of 
the word. As a result NAPE’s employees 
have been diverse in experience, pro-
fessionalism and countries of origin. 

The Executive Director Mr. Frank Mura-
muzi says this is so because NAPE does 
not lobby and advocate for judicious 
and sustainable use of natural resourc-
es in Uganda only but the world as a 
whole. “We live in a global village and 
the sustainable development concerns 
in Uganda are linked to those of other 
parts of the world,” says Muramuzi.  

NAPE therefore is therefore part of lo-
cal and international networks that are 
dedicated to the cause of promoting 
sustainable use of natural resources 
and respect for human rights at all 
level. From its networks and partners, 
NAPE gets staff who work on perma-
nent basis or on volunteer basis. 
Right from its inception NAPE has 
always relied heavily on volunteers. 
“The people who started NAPE were all 

NAPE work 
boosted by 
German 
volunteers

volunteers who were concerned about 
the rate at which natural resources 
were being abused in Uganda and 
elsewhere.

So even when we got well established, 
our door has always been open for 
volunteers who believe in our cause” 
Muramuzi said. In the second half of 
2015, NAPE received volunteers from 
German who are helping out par-
ticularly in the Sustainability School 
programme. 

The volunteers were seconded to 
NAPE by its strategic partner, the Rosa 
Luxemburg Foundation. All of them 
are under the ASA programme. They 
are namely, Miss. Katalina Nice, Mr. 
Tobias Kalt and Mr. Felix Schilling. The 
trio joined Miss Peruth Atukwatse who 
is also a volunteer from Uganda. More 
information on the ASA programme 
has been provided below:

The ASA Programme
The ASA programme offers young 
adults the opportunity to take part in 

projects labelled as development co-
operation in order to gain new insights 
and experiences, to exchange ideas, 
thoughts and practices and to engage 
in cross-cultural learning. 

The aim is to promote a critical ap-
proach to the field of development 
cooperation based on understanding, 
reflecting and acting upon racism and 
personal involvement, colonial history 
and postcolonial continuities, and the 
ongoing production of global inequali-
ties and injustices. 

However, as the exchange is mostly 
one-way with the large majority of 
participants and scholarship holders 
coming from the North and travelling 
to the South, the ASA programme 
has its own problems with structural 
racism. 

Recently, more North-South coop-
eration projects have been inititated 
giving participants from the South the 
opportunity to work in projects in the 
North and vice versa, promoting an 
exchange on more equal footing. 

The ASA programme is mainly funded 
by the German Federal Ministry of 
Economic Cooperation and Develop-
ment and offers scholarships to up to 
250 Europeans each year. 

The learning cycle of the programme 
includes preparatory seminars, the 
project phase, a follow-up seminar 
and the organisation of an activity by 
returnees to pass on their experiences.

Meeting with some salt miners in Katwe, Kasese District

The volunteers and the Sustanability School Manager (with chequered shirt) having 
a meeting at the NAPE offices. 
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